Vestibular adaptation to long-term stimuli.
Experimental procedures are described which respectively enlarge stimulus duration in vestibular peracceleratory tests, and allow to rule out direct thermal effects on the vestibular nerve during long term calorisations. First experimental results indicate that time course of nystagmus during prolonged stimulations differs markedly in rotational and caloric tests. Whereas there is a distinct decline of response during rotation (in accordance to the predictions of current mathematical models), in caloric tests nystagmus reaches a steady state level, maintained for at least 15 min.